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Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the amendment at the desk
be considered and agreed to, the resolu-
tion, as amended, be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motions to re-
consider be laid on the table, and any
statements be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3677) was agreed
to, as follows:

On page 2, strike lines 4 and 5 and insert
the following:

(2) in observance of Diwali, the festival of
lights, expresses its deepest respect for In-
dian Americans and the Indian diaspora
throughout the world on this significant oc-
casion.

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.
The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, as amended, with its
preamble, reads as follows:
S. RES. 299

Whereas Diwali, a festival of great signifi-
cance to Indian Americans and South Asian
Americans, is celebrated annually by Hindus,
Sikhs, and Jains throughout the United
States;

Whereas there are nearly 2,000,000 Hindus
in the United States, approximately 1,250,000
of which are of Indian and South Asian ori-
gin;

Whereas the word ‘“‘Diwali” is a shortened
version of the Sanskrit term ‘‘Deepavali’’,
which means ‘‘a row of lamps’’;

Whereas Diwali is a festival of lights, dur-
ing which celebrants light small oil lamps,
place them around the home, and pray for
health, knowledge, and peace;

Whereas celebrants of Diwali believe that
the rows of lamps symbolize the light within
the individual that rids the soul of the dark-
ness of ignorance;

Whereas Diwali falls on the last day of the
last month in the lunar calendar and is cele-
brated as a day of thanksgiving and the be-
ginning of the new year for many Hindus;

Whereas for Hindus, Diwali is a celebration
of the victory of good over evil;

Whereas for Sikhs, Diwali is feted as the
day that the sixth founding Sikh Guru, or re-
vered teacher, Guru Hargobind, was released
from captivity by the Mughal Emperor
Jehangir; and

Whereas for Jains, Diwali marks the anni-
versary of the attainment of moksha, or lib-
eration, by Mahavira, the last of the
Tirthankaras (the great teachers of Jain
dharma), at the end of his life in 527 B.C.:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the religious and historical
significance of the festival of Diwali; and

(2) in observance of Diwali, the festival of
lights, expresses its deepest respect for In-
dian Americans and the Indian diaspora
throughout the world on this significant oc-
casion.
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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON
THE CONSERVATION OF ATLAN-
TIC TUNAS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commerce
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 368 and the
Senate then proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.
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The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 368) expressing the
sense of the Senate that, at the 20th Regular
Meeting of the International Commission on
the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas, the
United States should pursue a moratorium
on the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean
bluefin tuna fishery to ensure control of the
fishery and further facilitate recovery of the
stock, pursue strengthened conservation and
management measures to facilitate the re-
covery of the Atlantic bluefin tuna, and seek
a review of compliance by all Nations with
the International Commission for the Con-
servation of Atlantic Tunas’ conservation
and management recommendation for Atlan-
tic bluefin tuna and other species, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, the motions
to reconsider be laid on the table, and
any statements be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 368

Whereas Atlantic bluefin tuna are a valu-
able commercial and recreational fishery of
the United States and many other countries;

Whereas the International Convention for
the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas entered
into force on March 21, 1969;

Whereas the Convention established the
International Commission for the Conserva-
tion of Atlantic Tunas to coordinate inter-
national research and develop, implement,
and enforce compliance of the conservation
and management recommendations on the
Atlantic bluefin tuna and other highly mi-
gratory species in the Atlantic Ocean and
the adjacent seas, including the Mediterra-
nean Sea;

Whereas in 1974, the Commission adopted
its first conservation and management rec-
ommendation to ensure the sustainability of
Atlantic bluefin tuna throughout the Atlan-
tic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea, while al-
lowing for the maximum sustainable catch
for food and other purposes;

Whereas in 1981, for management purposes,
the Commission adopted a working hypoth-
esis of 2 Atlantic bluefin tuna stocks, with 1
occurring west of 45 degrees west longitude
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘“‘western At-
lantic stock’) and the other occurring east
of 45 degrees west longitude (hereinafter re-
ferred to as the ‘‘eastern Atlantic and Medi-
terranean stock’);

Whereas, despite scientific recommenda-
tions intended to maintain bluefin tuna pop-
ulations at levels that will permit the max-
imum sustainable yield and ensure the fu-
ture of the stocks, the total allowable catch
quotas have been consistently set at levels
significantly higher than the recommended
levels for the eastern Atlantic and Medi-
terranean stock;

Whereas despite the establishment by the
Commission of fishing quotas based on total
allowable catch levels for the eastern Atlan-
tic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna fishery
that exceed scientific recommendations,
compliance with such quotas by parties to
the Convention that harvest that stock has
been extremely poor, most recently with
harvests exceeding such total allowable
catch levels by more than 50 percent for each
of the last 4 years;
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Whereas insufficient data reporting in
combination with unreliable national catch
statistics has frequently undermined efforts
by the Commission to assign quota overhar-
vests to specific countries;

Whereas the failure of many Commission
members fishing east of 45 degrees west lon-
gitude to comply with other Commission rec-
ommendations to conserve and control the
overfished eastern Atlantic and Mediterra-
nean bluefin tuna stock has been an ongoing
problem;

Whereas the Commission’s Standing Com-
mittee on Research and Statistics noted in
its 2006 report that the fishing mortality rate
for the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean
stock may be more than 3 times the level
that would permit the stock to stabilize at
the maximum sustainable catch level, and
continuing to fish at the level of recent
years ‘‘is expected to drive the spawning bio-
mass to a very low level”’ giving ‘‘rise to a
high risk of fishery and stock collapse’’;

Whereas the Standing Committee has rec-
ommended that the annual harvest levels for
eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin
tuna be reduced from 32,000 metric tons to
approximately 15,000 metric tons to halt de-
cline of the resource and initiate rebuilding,
and the United States supported this rec-
ommendation at the 2006 Commission meet-
ng;

Whereas in 2006, the Commission adopted
the ‘‘Recommendation by ICCAT to Estab-
lish a Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for
Bluefin Tuna in the eastern Atlantic and
Mediterranean’” containing a wide range of
management, monitoring, and control meas-
ures designed to facilitate the recovery of
the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean
bluefin tuna stock;

Whereas the Recovery Plan is inadequate
and allows overfishing and stock decline to
continue, and initial information indicates
that implementation of the plan in 2007 by
many eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean
bluefin tuna harvesting countries has been
poor;

Whereas since 1981, the Commission has
adopted additional and more restrictive con-
servation and management recommenda-
tions for the western Atlantic bluefin tuna
stock, and these recommendations have been
implemented by Nations fishing west of 45
degrees west longitude, including the United
States;

Whereas despite adopting, fully imple-
menting, and complying with a science-based
rebuilding program for the western Atlantic
bluefin tuna stock by countries fishing west
of 45 degrees west longitude, catches and
catch rates remain very low;

Whereas many scientists believe that mix-
ing occurs between the western Atlantic
bluefin tuna stock and the eastern Atlantic
and Mediterranean stock, and as such, poor
management and noncompliance with rec-
ommendations for one stock are likely to
have an adverse effect on the other stock;
and

Whereas additional research on stock mix-
ing will improve the understanding of the re-
lationship between eastern and western
bluefin tuna stocks and other fisheries,
which will assist in the conservation, recov-
ery, and management of the species through-
out its range: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the United States delegation to the 20th
Regular Meeting of the International Com-
mission for the Conservation of Atlantic
Tunas, should—

(1) seek the adoption of a harvesting mora-
torium, which includes appropriate mecha-
nisms to ensure compliance, on the eastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna
fishery of sufficient duration to begin the
process of stock recovery and allow for the
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development and implementation of an effec-
tive program of monitoring and control on
the fishery when the moratorium ends;

(2) seek to strengthen the conservation and
management of the eastern Atlantic and
Mediterranean bluefin tuna by making rec-
ommendations to halt the decline of the
stock and begin to rebuild it;

(3) reevaluate the implementation, effec-
tiveness, and relevance of the Commission
recommendation entitled ‘‘Recommendation
by ICCAT to Establish a Multi-Annual Re-
covery Plan for Bluefin Tuna in the eastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean’ (Recommenda-
tion 06-05), and seek from Commission mem-
bers that have failed to fully implement the
terms of the recommendations detailed jus-
tification for their lack of compliance;

(4) pursue a review and assessment of com-
pliance with conservation and management
measures adopted by the Commission and in
effect for the 2006 eastern Atlantic and Medi-
terranean bluefin tuna fishery, occurring
east of 45 degrees west longitude, and other
fisheries that are subject to the jurisdiction
of the Commission, including data collection
and reporting requirements;

(5) seek to address noncompliance by par-
ties to the Convention with such measures
through appropriate actions, including, as
appropriate, deducting a portion of a future
quota for a party to compensate for such
party exceeding its quota in prior years; and

(6) pursue additional research on the rela-
tionship between the western Atlantic and
eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin
tuna stocks and the extent to which the pop-
ulations intermingle.

———

RECOGNIZING AND THANKING
MILITARY FAMILIES

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 378, which was submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 378) recognizing and
thanking all military families for the tre-
mendous sacrifices and contributions they
have made to the Nation.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 378

Whereas there are currently more than
3,000,000 immediate family members of indi-
viduals serving in the Armed Forces;

Whereas these family members bear the
most immediate and profound burden of the
absence of their loved ones during the per-
formance of their duties;

Whereas these families have been the bed-
rock of support and strength for our Nation’s
Armed Forces for over 230 years;

Whereas military families serve this coun-
try with an equal amount of dedication and
patriotism as their loved ones who are fight-
ing for the United States;
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Whereas the families of servicemembers—
whether in the regular components of the
Armed Forces, the Reserve, or the National
Guard—feel enormous amounts of pride,
love, and trepidation during the absence of
their loved ones;

Whereas it is essential that the Nation rec-
ognize the contributions made by military
families and celebrate their strength; and

Whereas the Senate stands in humble re-
spect of the sacrifice made by our military
families: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors the families of members of the
Armed Forces and recognizes that they too
share in the burden of protecting the Nation;

(2) urges the people of the United States to
join with the Senate in thanking military
families for their tremendous sacrifice on be-
half of the Nation; and

(3) recognizes with great appreciation the
contributions made by military families in
providing the essential personal support that
our Nation’s warriors need.

———

FEED AMERICA THURSDAY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 379, which was submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 379) designating
Thursday, November 15, 2007, as ‘‘Feed Amer-
ica Thursday.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I wish to
speak regarding an effort that, in re-
cent years, has received the support of
many of us in the Senate. ‘“‘Feed Amer-
ica Thursday” is an effort, promoted
by a number of charitable organiza-
tions, aimed at fostering our Nation’s
spirit of selflessness and sacrifice in
order to help those in need.

According to the Department of Agri-
culture’s most recent numbers, roughly
35 million Americans, including 12 mil-
lion children, live in households that
do not have an adequate supply of food.
As I have said in the past, it is simply
inexcusable that, in the most pros-
perous nation on Earth, so many chil-
dren go to bed hungry at night. While
there are often disputes as to how we
should address these problems, I be-
lieve there are steps that every Amer-
ican can take to help those in need.

The leaders and participants in
“Feed America Thursday’’ encourage
all Americans to sacrifice two meals on
the Thursday before Thanksgiving Day
and to donate the money they would
have used for food to a charity or reli-
gious organization of their choice. The
charities and churches, in turn, are en-
couraged to use these funds to feed the
hungry.

Today, as I have in previous Con-
gresses, I introduced a resolution that
would designate this Thursday, Novem-
ber 15, 2007, as ‘“‘Feed America Thurs-
day.” I urge my Senate colleagues and
every American to join me in feeding
the hungry and affirming the values
that make our Nation great.
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Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 379

Whereas Thanksgiving Day celebrates the
spirit of selfless giving and an appreciation
for family and friends;

Whereas the spirit of Thanksgiving Day is
a virtue upon which the Nation was founded;

Whereas, according to the Department of
Agriculture, roughly 35,000,000 people in the
United States, including 12,000,000 children,
continue to live in households that do not
have an adequate supply of food; and

Whereas selfless sacrifice breeds a genuine
spirit of thanksgiving, both affirming and re-
storing fundamental principles in our soci-
ety: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates Thursday, November 15, 2007,
as ‘‘Feed America Thursday’’; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to sacrifice 2 meals on Thursday, No-
vember 15, 2007, and to donate the money
that they would have spent on food to a reli-
gious or charitable organization of their
choice for the purpose of feeding the hungry.

———

RECOGNIZING HOSTELLING
INTERNATIONAL USA

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 380, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 380) recognizing
Hostelling International USA for 75 years of
service to intercultural understanding and to
youth travel.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I offer
today a resolution recognizing
Hostelling International USA for 75
years of service to intercultural under-
standing and to youth travel.

Hostelling USA was established in
1934 to promote hostelling in the
United States. Since it is founding, it
has hosted over 22 million visitors in
its 70 hostels across the country, in-
cluding Alaska.

Hostelling is a unique and affordable
way travelers can see our country,
while making lifelong friends and con-
tacts.

I congratulate Hostelling Inter-
national USA for 75 years of service
and hope my colleagues will join me in
passing this resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and the motion
to reconsider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.
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